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68 gypsy moths trapped in Washington during 2004 summer trapping 
 

OLYMPIA – The Washington State Department of Agriculture’s (WSDA) annual gypsy moth hunt 

caught 68 moths this summer. This year’s tally was announced today after the last of 21,000 small green or 

orange cardboard traps were removed from trees and shrubs around the state. 

The moths were caught at 24 Western Washington sites. Sites with the most catches were at Evergreen 

Ridge near Silverdale in Kitsap County, 20 moths; Shaw Island in San Juan County, nine moths; Madrona Park 

neighborhood of Seattle, six moths; Roanoke neighborhood of Seattle, five moths; Ravenna neighborhood of 

Seattle, four moths; and the Port of Seattle near the intersection of East Marginal Way and Michigan Street, 

three moths. 

Sites with two moths caught were Marysville in Snohomish County, the Fairview neighborhood near 

Silverdale in Kitsap County, and a rural area in Pierce County between Puyallup and Fife.  

By comparison, WSDA collected 59 moths at 17 sites last year. 

The number of moths caught yearly varies widely, ranging from a high of 1,315 in 1983, to a low of 17 

in 2002. Gypsy moths arrive in Washington each year in the form of egg masses attached to outdoor articles 

such as picnic tables, birdhouses, and children’s toys brought here from infested states. 

WSDA employees are now inspecting multiple-catch sites for other evidence of gypsy moth activity 

(e.g., egg masses, pupal cases, dead moths). Depending on the evidence found, WSDA may propose an 

eradication treatment at one or more sites for next spring. Seventy-nine treatments have been administered in 

Washington since 1979. 

The gypsy moth is one of the worst forest pests introduced into North America. The moths caught this 

summer have been sent to a U.S. Department of Agriculture laboratory in Massachusetts for DNA analysis to 

determine if they are Asian or European moths. The Asian gypsy moth is a greater threat because it eats both 

deciduous and evergreen trees. The Asian gypsy moth has the potential to spread further and more quickly than 

the European moth and are more difficult to pinpoint. 

An aggressive trapping and eradication program has prevented the gypsy moth from establishing itself 

in Washington. About $1 million of combined state and federal funding is spent each year on gypsy moth 

trapping and eradication in Washington. 

Persons with questions on WSDA’s gypsy moth program may call the department’s toll-free hotline (1-

800-443-6684) or visit the agency’s Web site at . 
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